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trust that it will not be thought that I am reflecting in any way
upon the administration of justice in India. Nothing is further
from my thoughts. I am considering the system and its effect
not only upon the commercial community but upon the public
generally. It may not be and is, I understand, not a matter of
complaint in Calcutta, but I am speaking of all India and to
delegates from all parts of India, and I should therefore specially
value your opinions. I have been particularly impressed with
the difficulties experienced in the country in enforcing the judg-
ments obtained from the courts, difficulties which are surprising
and, indeed, I think I should be justified in using stronger
language. I understand the special difficulties that occur in this
country by reason of complications arising from laws and customs
of particular communities and make every allowance for them.
Nevertheless I cannot but think that justice demands impera-
tively that a remedy should be found for a condition of things
which, according to the reports before me, produces great hard-
ships and sometimes serious injustice.

I pass now to the desire of your association for more extensive
representation of your interests in the Indian Legislature. It
is very natural that you have a claim to take your part in the
important matters under discussion in the Legislative Assembly,
and that your views and experience would be of service to the
country, deserve ventilation and would carry weight. I note
that you have addressed my Government and that the matter
is still under their consideration. The original scheme of repre-
sentation and franchise was framed, as you are aware, after a
careful enquiry and represented a delicate adjustment of num-
erous claims. It took effect before I came to India and the
resulting position, as I understand it, is as follows: European
commerce, as such, has a definite representation in the Council
of State where the Bengal, Bombay and Burma Chambers of
Commerce each have one seat. Purely Indian commerce, on
the other hand, is not specially represented in that Chamber,
but has representation in the Legislative Assembly. The scheme
of representation in the latter Chamber, however, was framed
mainly on territorial lines, and is the result of an attempt to
balance the claims of one Province against another, so while
the European community in various Provinces has representa-
tion, for example, the Bengal European community has three
seats, the Bombay European community two seats, and the
United Provinces, Madras and Burma Europeans one seat each
respectively, there are no general seats representing specific